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Facebook: Let´s keep in touch!! Check out our facebook page “SparkSpanish” to keep in touch and 
find pictures of cultural events.  

Spark Welcome Pack 
Bienvenida a Spark, 
 
On behalf of all our wonderful team at Spark, I would like 
to give you a warm welcome.  In this pack you will find 
useful information that will help you make the most of 
your stay here.  If you ever have any queries, know that we 
would be delighted to answer them... our door is always 
open .  We truly wish for your stay to be the most special 
possible and we promise to strive our utmost to live up to 
our guiding words “tu aprendizaje, nuestra pasión”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



“Your learning, our passion”  www.sparkspanish.com 

- 2 - 
 

Contents 
 

***Whilst we do our utmost to keep the information in this pack as up-to-date as possible, we 
cannot guarantee that there will not be some out-of-date information.  If ever in doubt, check 

with us.  Happy Sparking  *** 

Contenido 
........................................................................... - 3 - 

• Arrival .................................................................................................................................. - 3 - 
• Classes .................................................................................................................................. - 3 - 
• Our Cultural Events Programme .......................................................................................... - 4 - 

 .............................................................................. - 6 - 
• Location and Contact Details ............................................................................................... - 6 - 
• Opening Hours and Staff Presence ....................................................................................... - 6 - 
• Sparkville Accomodation ..................................................................................................... - 7 - 

 .................................................................................... - 11 - 
• Supermarkets,  Shops and Cinema ..................................................................................... - 11 - 
• Tourist Attractions .............................................................................................................. - 12 - 
• Beaches ............................................................................................................................... - 13 - 
• Restaurants ......................................................................................................................... - 13 - 
• Bars and nightlife ............................................................................................................... - 14 - 
• Gym .................................................................................................................................... - 15 - 

 ................................................................................................. - 16 - 
• Cádiz ................................................................................................................................... - 16 - 
• Sevilla ................................................................................................................................. - 16 - 
• Jerez de la Frontera ............................................................................................................ - 17 - 
• Gibraltar ............................................................................................................................. - 18 - 

 ............................................................................................................... - 19 - 
• Getting around El Puerto de Santa Maria ........................................................................... - 19 - 
• Travelling to other parts of Spain ....................................................................................... - 20 - 

 ............................................................... - 21 - 
• Street View Spark ............................................................................................................... - 23 - 
• General Town Map with things to do in El Puerto ............................................................ - 24 - 
• Things to do in Province of Cadiz ...................................................................................... - 25 - 
• Things to do in Andalucia and Further Afield ..................................................................... - 27 - 

 .................................................. - 29 - 
Copyright and Editorial Info ......................................................................................................... - 30 - 
 
 
 
  



“Your learning, our passion”  www.sparkspanish.com 

- 3 - 
 

 
 

 

Arrival 
 
Introductory Talk 
At 9.15 on Monday morning, there will be an introductory talk for all 
new students. Here we will explain how the classes work, divide you into 
different levels, and – the fun bit! – we’ll talk about the Cultural Events 
for the week.  See you there!  
 
Welcome Drinks   
On Monday night, there are welcome drinks or ‘bebidas de benvienida’, 
which usually start at 20.30. We will leave together from Sparkville, so 
no fear of getting lost. Come and join all your fellow students and Spark 
staff members in one of the local bars and savour the Spanish 
atmosphere. And remember… the first drink is on Spark. !  Please do 
join us as it is great chance to meet everyone and to get your first feeling 
for how friendly our team really is. We welcome continuing students as 
well! 
 
 
 

Classes 
Classes run from 10.00 – 14.00, with a 15-minute ‘descanso’ or ‘break’ at 12 noon.  All classes are taught by 
native teachers, who have a lot of experience in teaching all levels of Spanish.  The classes are interactive, 
fun and designed to give you as many opportunities as possible to learn and to practise your languages 
skills.  Class sizes are also small (a maximum of 9 students per class), which will allow you to get the most 
out of the learning experience. 
Through a combination of written work, conversation and a variety of other activities, we guarantee that 
you’ll not only learn lots of Spanish language, but you’ll also get an invaluable insight into Spanish culture.  
Enjoy!   
 

 
 
All of our classes are taught through Spanish to 
encourage our students to use as much Spanish as 
possible (yes! Even the complete beginners’ classes.) 
This is because we believe that teaching through just 
Spanish generates much faster results in terms of 
learning, opportunities to communicate and building our    
students’ self-confidence. 

 

 
 
 
 

If looking for a place to eat on Sunday night or Monday morning before the intro 
talk please check out the “places to eat section” in chapter 3. 

 
Spark Tip 
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Books 
Your books – which are included in your registration fee - will be given to 
you at the start of class.  You are welcome to keep these books after you 
have finished your course. However if, at the end of your stay, your books 
are in perfect condition and you have not written in them, we’ll gladly take 
them back and pay you a sum of €4 per book. 
 
In addition, you will be given a ‘Spark Libro de Records’ or ‘record book’, in 
which there are challenges and tasks which will allow you to practise 
speaking Spanish.   
As you complete each task in the book, make sure to check it off, and then 
show the book to your teacher or a member of staff to receive points.  The 
person with the most points at the end of each week will be our 
‘campeón’ or ‘champion’.  ¡Buena Suerte!       
 
Extra books and study materials 
If you would like extra books or study materials, we recommend you have a look on our sparkshop on our 
website (http://tienda.sparklanguages.com/upgrades/books.html.) Here we offer a selection of extra study 
books and materials, such as vocabulary, grammar and graded reading books.   
 

Our Cultural Events Programme 
Here at Spark, we believe that learning Spanish is about much more than 
grammar books and exercises – it’s about practising it in the real world too!  
To facilitate this, we organise several ‘cultural events’ each week, with 
something for everyone – from watersports to tours of El Puerto de Santa 
María’s finest monuments. 
Specific details of what’s on each week will be posted on the noticeboard in 
reception, along with any additional information, such as the cost. Please 
note that you must pay IN ADVANCE each Monday of the activities you are 
signing up for, so we can book everything as early as possible. 
To sign up, simply write your name down on the sheet provided on the 
noticeboard and pay at reception.  

 
 
Español en Acción 
Each week, one of our cultural activities is ‘Español en Acción’ – which 
means that you speak only Spanish throughout the evening. This might 
involve interacting with the locals, ordering food, visiting famous 
tourist attractions, or any number of other activities.   
Español en Acción is a great opportunity to practise the Spanish you’ve 
learned in class in the real world.  Even if you’re a complete beginner, 
don’t worry!  There is always a mix of levels, and if you don’t know 
what to say, just ask for help – you’ll learn more than you might think!  
At the end of our ‘Español En Acción’ event, certificates are given to 
the person or people who made the most effort to speak Spanish 
throughout the evening.     Go on, give it a try! 
 
 

http://tienda.sparklanguages.com/upgrades/books.html?limit=32
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Other Activities 
As well as our set program of cultural activities, there are a range of 
other activities which you can sign up for, such as horse riding, 
sailing etc. To sign up, we recommend you book these activities on 
our website ahead of time, or simply ask at reception and we will 
do our best to organise whatever it is you’re interested in doing. 
Please note: the full cost of these activities must be paid by each 
participant, and they are completely separate from the ‘Cultural 
Programme’. 
 
Some Spanish Learning Tips 
 

 Reading a Spanish paper (Diario de la provincia de Cadiz if you want local news, El Pais or El 
Mundo if you worth something more substantial or the football magazines Marca 

 Practise with the locals - People from Andalucia are notoriously sociable and welcoming 
especially when there is food and drink around. There are also few locals who speak good 
English and even fewer other European languages and so it’s a great way to improve your 
Spanish. 

 Join the local gym and do classes, and meet new people (See page 15) 
 Go to the local cinema and watch Spanish films (See page 12) 
 Try ordering a taxi and practice speaking with the driver on the way to your destination. 
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Location and Contact Details 
The Sparkville Residence, as you know, is located above the language school. The address (for taxis or 
post/mail) is:  

 Spark Languages 
Calle de los Espadas 6 
11500 El Puerto de Santa María 
España 

 Landline: (0034) 956 003 300  
 Emergency phone number: (0034) 664 236 110 

 
 
Parking 
For those of you who came by car: Spark does not have its own parking spaces, but there is more than 
enough space on the streets in the area. We would like to warn you that every first day of the month the 
designated side of the road where you are allowed to park changes, so for example if you park your car on 
the left of the street like all the other cars, make sure that you change your car to the other side of the road 
on the first day of the next month. 

 

Opening Hours and Staff Presence 
 

 Reception opening hours are from 09.30 to 20.30, Monday to Friday, as well as Saturday mornings 
09.30-13.30. The reception is closed on Sundays.   
 

 If you have any general queries, there will be at least one member of staff available at reception 
during these opening hours.   

 Each night there will also be one staff member on call in the case of any emergencies or very 
important issues, this person’s name will be on the cultural event programme as “night owl.”  This 
staff member may not be onsite at all moments but will have the sparkville “emergency” phone.  
We ask that you try to keep all queries to normal reception hours and only use the on call night owl 
person in case of there being a really important or critical issue.   

 On Sundays a staff member is onsite to receive new students but all arrival times are coordinated 
before arrival. 

 Inge, the Director of Educational Programmes, is available Monday-Wednesday: 14.00-14.45 and 
Thursday 12.00-12.15 and Friday 14.30-15.00 to talk to students about any educational matter or 
anything to do with their stay at Spark.  On occasions this times will change but this will be 
indicated on the office door. 

 Also available at reception is a first aid box available for students if needed. If it is needed outside 
the office hours any student can contact the night owl and this person will provide this. 
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 There are always min 2 staff members living full-time here in the Cultural Residence; as well as this, 
Iris – our “cleacher” (cleaner and teacher ) who comes in every day except Saturday to wash the 
floors etc. and just loves chatting to you in Spanish.  

 
Access 
The student entrance is through a wooden door two doors down from the main entrance, using the bigger 
key on your key-ring. During reception hours, the residence can be accessed from the main entrance, but at 
night and at weekends, the student entrance must be used. 

Sparkville Accomodation 
 
Each room in Sparkville is named after a Spanish region. Make 
sure to note the name of your room, as you’ll need it when 
you put food in the fridge! Cleaning your room is up to you - 
sweeping brushes and dustpans are available to the left of the 
kitchen. The bin in your bathroom will be emptied daily.   
 
Each room has either an air-conditioning unit or an electrical 
fan. Please don’t leave these running when you are not in the 
room! Spark is conscious of our environment and we would 
appreciate it if you could also turn off any lights when you are 
leaving your room. If you need assistance with anything in 

your room (light-bulbs, etc.), feel free to contact reception! 
 
Please also note that we have air circulation vents in all of our rooms, which extract old air and pump in 
fresh new air. These vents are always on overnight, so even if you have no external window in your room, 
you needn’t worry about fresh air!  
 
Kitchen 
Sparkville has a shared kitchen, with hob rings, an 
oven, a microwave and all sorts of cutlery and dishes. 
You can use the kitchen at any time. Please remember 
that other people also use it, and clean up any dishes, 
pots or pans that you use after your meal and also hot 
plates.  To turn on the oven, turn the knob on the left 
one notch on the right and the one on the right to 
choose the temperature. It heats up quickly, so stand 
back! 
 
The Spark kitchen has three fridges. Each room has a 
marked space in either of the fridges, so put your food here! Please make sure you clear this shelf before 
your departure from Sparkville. You can also put food that doesn’t need to be refrigerated on one of the 
shelves in the kitchen. The food in the middle of the kitchen unit (between the sinks and the hob) is for 
everyone, so help yourself! Please make sure that the cloths remain in the kitchen and are not used for any 
other purpose.  
 
Downstairs 
The main area downstairs is called Plaza de las Americas. You can use the television here (outside of class 
times!). There is also a vending machine, coffee machine and water fountain here. You can use this area at 
any time, though the door through to reception will be closed at night/weekends.  Please don’t have the TV 
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on too loud late at night and make sure to close the brown doors upstairs that lead to the bedrooms, so 
others won’t be disturbed in their sleep. 
 
The roof 
There is a large terrace on the roof above the residence. The stairs 
are just above those that lead to the school. You can use this 
terrace for chatting, smoking, eating, reading, listening to music… 
but, as Spark has neighbours, make sure you’re quiet after 
midnight! If you are the last person to leave the roof at night, 
please lock the door with the key that hangs beside – and don’t 
forget to make sure that no-one has been left up there first! 
 
Internet 
Free WIFI is available throughout the Sparkville building.  The network is “Spark Student Network 2” and 
the up-to-date password can be found on the pinboard upstairs in the residence building.  The strongest 
signal is in the kitchen upstairs but it is acceptable downstairs in the main patio and in most bedrooms, 
although some rooms at the far end of either side may get weaker signals.  Signal is also very weak on the 
roof and in the Nederland classroom.  We do ask students to restrain from hooking up multiple devices as 
the more devices connected the slower the connection speed is for everyone. We also ask students to try 
to keep the usage to checking email, browsing the web and to refrain from downloading movies or music or 
other activities which take big bandwidth. 
 
 
 
 
 
Laundry, sheets and towels 
The laundry room is downstairs, between the classroom called Great Britain and the vending machines. The 
washing machine and dryer are activated by tokens, which are bought at reception for €3 (if you wish to 
use the machine at the weekend your last chance to buy them will be Sat during morning reception times). 
You can also dry your clothes using the washing lines on the roof. Washing powder is provided. There is 
also an iron and ironing board – make sure to switch the iron off when you’re done!   
Please avoid leaving laundry to dry in communal areas like plaza de las Americas or upstairs in the 
residence/kitchen area as this isn’t fair for other students. 
 
Sheets are provided by Spark and can be changed once a week.  Students wishing to change their sheets 
must take them off their bed and leave them outside their room on Sunday before 11.00.  Iris will then 
leave a clear set in your room.  All sheets are washed prior to new student’s arrival.  
 
 
 
 
Water 
The water from the taps is perfectly fine to drink. We also in Sparkville, downstairs in Plaza de las Americas, 
have a water fountain which supplies cooled and filtered water 24hours a day.  Also bottled water, coffee 
and other refreshments can be purchased in the vending machines. 
 
Noticeboards 
Keep an eye on the noticeboard over the couch and also downstairs in the reception! This is where you’ll 
find information on Spark, the week’s cultural events program, recent photos and any important notices. 

Spark Tip 

Although the signal here is acceptable, if you are looking for uninterrupted strong 
signal we suggest you go to the internet cafe 2 mins from Spark: left out the door 

then first left past the supermarket in the orange building. 
 

Spark Tip 

Make sure to bring your own towels and beach towel, as we don’t provide 
our students with towels during their stay. 
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Smoking 
We require all students to refrain from smoking anywhere inside the building. To smoke, please use the 
rooftop terrace. We would also ask that students refrain from smoking just outside the door to the terrace: 
the noise and smoke travel into classrooms where children are often learning. Please only smoke on the 
rooftop terrace! 
 
Phones 
No phone service is provided within Sparkville.  Free WIFI is provided and usually Skype calls can be hooked 
up as the signal usually is strong enough.  Spark only has one work phone line and for obvious reasons it is 
not possible for students to use the phone.  We are happy to phone students taxis and in emergency 
situations will of course make calls for students but we do ask students to bear in mind that later is only for 
exceptions when the issue is very important and the student has no other form of contact.  We suggest you 
arrange roaming packages in your own countries or for people with a liberated phones, a pay as you go 
phone card can be purchased for 10€ on the Avenida Ejército just 5 mins from Spark. 
 
Sparkville Norms 
During check in, all students are given a check in sheet defining the norms expected in Sparkville or other 
shared accommodation.  Of course these are all designed to help enable all students living in Sparkville and 
sharing communal spaces to have the best possible time during your stay.  Please refer to the full list but in 
summary, the most important ones are: 
 

 All dishes should be washed immediately after eating. 
 To respect other people in the residence we ask that the kitchen is not used for communal 

gathering after 23.30.  You can use la Plaza de las Americas on the ground floor. 
 We ask all guests to be quiet on the roof after 00.00. 
 The roof door should be locked by the last person that comes down at night (be careful to check 

no-one is upstairs). 
 Spark is a residence not a hotel and it is the responsibility of the student to clean their own areas.  

Sheets are changed weekly on request (see info in laundry) and toilet paper will be provided. 
 All rooms have a shelf assigned in the fridges and a shelf for storing food, apart from our premium 

rooms, that have their own small fridge in their bedroom.  All non-assigned areas are communal.  
We ask you to try to respect these assignments for good sharing. :D. 

 At Spark we believe in respecting the environment and hence practising good energy consumption 
and recycling practices.   Please see the section on this to see how you can play your part. 

 
Lift 
Sparkville does have its own lift which is available for any person that cannot use or has difficulty using the 
staircase. If you feel you ever need to use it, just let us know and we’ll give you a key. 
 
Recycling and Good energy Consumption practices 
Beside the cooker, there are several bins with labels on them. One is for all organic waste, one for paper, 
one for plastic and tins and one for glass.  We try our best to protect our environment, and you can help us 
by sorting your rubbish into plastic, paper, glass and organic.  
The bins are emptied by Spark staff everyday but if they ever need emptying before then please let us know 
at reception.  We warn students that Spain is strict with recycling laws so we do ask students to leave the 
proper disposal of the recycling to staff.   
 
Acclimatisers (units which regulate heat giving “cool” or hot air) are present in most communal areas and 
classes and in the premium rooms.  We ask students to use these responsibly and to always turn them off 
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when not in the room.  Some good practices include: don’t use them with the windows or doors open, 
always turn them off when you go to bed, don’t put them on extreme heats or cold, use 21-23C and give 
them some time to regulate the room temperature, don’t sleep with them, if you are hot put it on prior to 
going to bed and if cold, ask us for more covers which we will be happy to provide. We’ve seen many a 
student with terrible colds in summer because they leave their air conditioning unit at night.. 
 
We believe in protecting our precious environment and would be happy to hear your suggestions on how 
we can better do this when possible. 
 
Fire Safety 
Spark has both theft and fire alarm sensors throughout the building as well as fire extinguishers at the legal 
designated points. 
In the unlikely case of a fire, all rooms have an evacuation route outlined on the back of the doors and also 
they are on the wall or door in all classes.  Please take a look at these and make sure you have the exit 
route clear. 
The normal exit is down the student entrance to the right (when your back is to the kitchen) at street front 
of the building.  In case of this exit being blocked, the alternative exit is via the staircase to the left, in this 
case you would need to break the emergency key boxes to open both doors.  Staff members also have keys 
for these doors.  The third exit would be onto the roof and then crossing to a neighbouring building but this 
exit should only be used in the extremely unlikely scenario that both staircases are blocked. 
 
Checking out 
A few days before you leave, you’ll be asked what day and time you’re departing (standard accommodation 
has check out on Saturday morning at the end of your course). You clean your room before you go, a staff 
member will come up to check that everything’s in order and then you’ll get your deposit back! You also 
need to clear your shelf in the fridge and return your keys. If you need to print boarding cards or tickets, ask 
at reception. If you’re leaving very early in the morning, please do your check-out the evening before!  If 
you booked an extra flexi night, you could also choose to use the free drop off service at 10.30 in the 
morning on Sunday but this is only one service, arriving apx 11.00 to El Puerto train station and apx 11.15 to 
Jerez airport. 
 



“Your learning, our passion”  www.sparkspanish.com 

- 11 - 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Supermarkets,  Shops and Cinema 
The nearest supermarket to Spark is Supersol. 
Go out the front door, turn left, and there it is on the corner.  
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9:15 – 21:15, summer months: Mon-Sat 9:00 – 22:00. 

 
 
 
 

Other supermarkets around town: 
 

 Mercadona (3 branches) 
Calle Ronda Las Dunas 
Calle San Francisco 10 
Calle Albert Einstein / Calle Arquimedes 
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9:15-21:15 
 

 Aldi 
Calle Valdés 
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9:30-21:30 
 

 Lidl 
Calle El Palmar 
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 9:15-21:15  
(opens some Sundays in July, check their website) 
 

 Carrefour 
Centro Comercial El Paseo 
Ctra. Madrid-Cádiz, km. 653.  
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 10am-10pm 
 
There are also many small corner shops and fruterías nearby. Shops around the areas usually open 
between 10.00 to 14.00/15.00, are closed for siesta until about 18.00 and stay open from about 18.00 to 
21.00, although this can vary a little bit. The coffee bar el Pescailla and the Supermarket SuperSol on the 
corner are open all day, except Sunday and don’t close for siesta. 
 
Markets 
Every Tuesday morning the gypsy market takes place on the boulevard between the river and the playa 
Puntilla beach. You can find hundreds of stalls with great presents for you or somebody else, such as 
scarves, arts, shoes or jewellery. Also following it up with a walk out along the pier is well worth it. 
 
Shopping Centres 

 El Paseo 

Spark Tip 
Why not get your vegetable from Salvi, the friendly greengrocer right in 

front of Spark.  He’ll be happy to help you practice your Spanish. 
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Centro Comercial El Paseo 
-Contains 66 shops and restaurants, including a Carrefour hypermarket 
How to get there: Take bus number 2 towards C.C. El Paseo. 
 

 Bahía Mar 
Centro Comercial Bahía Mar,  
-Contains 31 shops and restaurants, as well as a Multiscreen Cinema. 
How to get there: Take bus number 3 towards Valdelagrana and get off at Bahía Mar. 
 
Cinema 

 Bahía Mar (View details above) 
Ticket price usually €7 but on a Wednesday tickets are much cheaper for €3.70. 
 

Tourist Attractions 
 
 
 
 
Castillo San Marcos 
This is an 800-year-old castle with both Moorish and Christian influence. 
Tours can be done at night, (which mean climbing a narrow tower in the 
dark – creepy!) and the view from the tower is particularly good. There’s 
also a monument to Juan de la Cosa (who drew up the first map of the 
world here), and, as the castle is owned by Caballero Bodegas, you can  
combine your visit with sherry tasting. 
 
Plaza de Toros 
The Plaza de Toros is an impressive 60-sided building. Bullfights are on in 
August, but there are limited visiting hours (including guided tours) in 
July. There are two different statues outside it (a bull and a bullfighter), so 
get your camera ready to pose with them. 
 
Bodegas 
El Puerto is famous for its wine (sherry) and is home to many bodegas. 
Many of these can be toured and most of them do catas (sherry-tasting) if 
you fancy trying the local brands! We recommend stopping at the bodega 
“7 Esquinas” as a must on any bodega crawl and as a relaxing place to go 
any weekend afternoon. On Saturdays there is a tour of the Bodega Grant, with wine-tasting, a meal and 
flamenco dancing. Meeting point is at the Tourist Office at 7:40 on Saturdays, the event finishes at 23:30, 
and adult tickets costs €30. 
 
Puerto Sherry 
This is a small port where yachts dock and home to Playa de la Muralla. It is a crossing point between the 
Mediterranean Sea and Atlantic Ocean. You’ll find some nice bars and restaurants looking across the bay to 
Cádiz, so it’s a good place to go at lunch time. Bring a jumper though, it’s often windy there! 
 
 
The Municipal History Museum  
Located near the Plaza de España, this museum has both archaeological and fine arts collections. 
 

Don’t forget to check out www.sparkspanish.com > location > things to do 
and around el Puerto and what’s on in El Puerto. 
 

Spark Tip 

http://www.sparkspanish.com/
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Iglesia Mayor Prioral 
This is the main church in El Puerto. It was built in 1486 and is still active today. 
It forms one side of the Plaza de España and houses some impressive chapels 
and artwork. Weirdly, you can’t light candles here – instead you text a number 
and a candle lights up on a TV screen! 
 

Beaches 
 
El Puerto de Santa María has five beaches. 
The closest to Spark is Playa de la Puntilla, which is a large and very 
popular beach. Turn right the front door of Sparkville, follow the road as 
far as the Instituto, take the road on the left of the Instituto (i.e. walk 
around the side of it) and follow the road from there to the beach. 
 

 
Other beaches include: 

 Fuentebravia – A very nice beach with palm trees and a bar (TK3) 
from which you can watch the sunset. You’ll probably have to get a 
taxi there though – unless it’s part of the Cultural Events this week! 

 Santa Catalina – This beach is a bus-ride away but a lot of students 
prefer it to Puntilla. Get the number 2 bus.  

 Muralla – This is the beach at Puerto Sherry. It’s much smaller than 
Puntilla, but has nice views of Cádiz and is close to several bars and 
restaurants if you get peckish! 

 

Restaurants 
 
Whether you want to “tapear” (eat tapas), or you want a three-course meal, there’s something to suit 
every taste and every price range available in El Puerto. Below are just a small sample of restaurants you 
might like to try: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the centre of El Puerto: 
 
Casa Flores: Overlooking the river, this is a great place to enjoy traditional Spanish food in a homely 
atmosphere.  Though it mainly serves seafood, there are also other options to choose from.   
 

• For Sunday Night: Pick up a sandwich at “Oh, la, la” 5 mins walk away by the “Plaza 
de la Noria” on your map.  Alternatively for tapas try Bar Avenida just further along 
the same road. 

• For Monday Morning: Pick up a mollete con jámon y tomate (bread bun with 
tomato and Spanish ham) at La Perla, just right out of the door.  Alternatively be 
very Spanish and get some chorros just in front of the hospital (left out of the door, 
you can see on your map). 

 

Spark Tips 
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Puerto Mexico: Great atmosphere and delicious traditional Mexican food.  
 

El Arriate: Located on Calle Moros, this vegetarian restaurant has a 
great reputation and is great value.       
 

Romerijo: This seafood restaurant is famous all over the world.  
Located in Plaza Herrería, it offers great quality seafood at very good 
prices.   
 

Pasta Gansa: This Italian restaurant is in a gorgeous location in an 
18th-century palace.  Come here to enjoy traditional Italian food in 
the Spanish sunshine.  
 

Non Solo Pasta: Another of El Puerto’s fine Italian restaurants, this is very good value and does very good 
food.   
 

Meson De Asador: This restaurant specialises in meat dishes, prepared ‘a tu gusto’ or ‘as you like’.  The 
food is a little more expensive, but it’s worth it for a good steak.   
 
 
Near to Spark/the Hospital: 
 
El Faro: Open since 1988, this restaurant serves traditional Andalusian food – with a twist! It also has a bar 
area, as well as a ‘bodega’ or ‘winery’, where you can try El Puerto sherry and wines.   
 

Bar Jamon: This bar/restaurant serves a bit of everything and is located on Calle Capillera.  It also has a very 
wide selection of vegetarian dishes.   
 

24h diner: If you’re looking for something other than the traditional Spanish food, then come here for some 
American style cuisine.  Cheap and cheerful!  
 

Cantina Zapata: Located on Avenida Blas Infante, this restaurant offers every Mexican dish imaginable.  It’s 
very reasonable, and very good if you’re looking for somewhere casual to meet up with friends.   

Bars and nightlife 
 
The first thing to know about the Spanish is that they go out late.  By 
that, I mean that a night out can start at one in the morning and not 
end until 6 or 7am.  Also, the later it gets, the more crowded and lively 
the streets, bars and nightclubs become. There are many, many bars 
and nightclubs to choose from in EL Puerto, but here are just a few to 
whet your appetite:  
 

 La Cristalera: Located in Plaza de las Galeras, this bar makes you 
feel as though you’ve stepped into a tropical, private party, complete 
with cocktails (alcoholic and non-alcoholic), and offering a shaded outside area to sit and relax.   

 If you’d prefer to sit on the beach, why not try TK3 Beach Bar, where you can watch the sunset over a 
cool drink, in a friendly atmosphere?! 

 El Reconquista is a bar which is decorated in Arabic style – probably to commemorate the event from 
which it gets its name – the ‘reconquista’ of Spain by the Christians, whereby it was taken out of Arab 
hands: a great place to enjoy live music.  

 El Niño Perdido is located in the center of El Puerto. After having some beers or chupitos in La Rue 2.0, 
this is the ideal place to dance until the early morning. 
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 Gold – Another great club for dancing until the early hours of the morning, and very close to El Niño 
Perdido if you want to go to both on the same night. 

 The best one to improve your Spanish is by far La Esquinita. The waiters will be delighted to share your 
learning experience and will give you the opportunity to practice your Spanish! 

 
These are just a tiny sample of the bars on offer.  The best way to find which ones you like, well, to try them 
out for yourself… Enjoy!  
 

Gym 
Near to the beach there is a gym called Centro Deportivo Ayje which is good for short term contracts.  
It costs €20 for a 2 week membership, and €30 for a 1 month membership. 
There are also a variety of classes that you can do including zumba, spinning, body pump, pilates and much 
more…..a great way to keep fit and meet the locals! 
 
SparkFax and Discount Card 
All Spark students receive a Sparkfax card and accompanying Sparkfax discount sheet on arrival. The 
Sparkfax can be used to gets discounts in the local area: in bars, gyms, restaurants.  Check out the sheet 
you are given on arrival to see what offers are available. 
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Cádiz 
Cádiz is only around 20km away from El Puerto de Santa María and can be explored in one day or one 
afternoon. The town centre is quite small, and is best experienced on foot. 
 
Main tourist attractions: 

 The Cathedral, with its tower (giving panoramic views of the 
city), many paintings and a very creepy crypt with the tomb of 
composer Manuel de Falla. 

 Archaeological remains (may be combined with Cathedral 
ticket) 

 San Sebastián Castle – you can’t enter this fortress anymore, 
but you can admire it from the perimeter 

 Plaza de España, with a monument to the Cortes of Cádiz 
 A coastline full of long sandy beaches 
 Church of San Felipe Neri – where the first Spanish Constitution 

was drawn up 
 The Municipal History Museum 
 The ruins of a Roman Theatre 
 Lots of restaurants serving Spanish tapas and paella 
 The Torre Tavira – a former watchtower 
 The Genovés Park – a sort of botanic garden 
 Los Pueblos blancos - idyllic “white villages” that are unique to this area of Andalucia and which are 

influenced by the  Moorish culture 
 
 
 

 

 

Sevilla 
Sevilla is just over 100km away from El Puerto de Santa María, and may be visited as a full day-trip or an 
overnight trip at the weekend.  If you’re staying overnight, hostels start from €16 (for shared rooms) and 
€25 (for private rooms). Hotels start at around €50 for two people. 
 
Seville is a beautiful city but it is very hot in the summer (with temperatures in the low 40s in July), so make 
sure you pack a lot of sun cream and water! 
  
 
 

The best way to get to Cadiz is by boat or by bus.  Ferries leave from the Terminal 
Maritima (Walk to the end of Calle Valdés and it’s to the left on the Av. De Bajamar) 
and a one-way ticket costs €2.60. The two local bus routes that will take you to Cádiz 

both stop at the Plaza de Toros. A one-way ticket costs €2.35. 
 

 

Spark Tip 
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Main tourist attractions: 
 Catedral de Santa Cruz – the world’s biggest Gothic church. You can also climb the Giralda (a large 

tower within the Cathedral grounds that used to be the minaret of a mosque) for panoramic views of 
the city. 

 The Real Alcázar – a large and beautiful palace built by the Moors and later used by Catholic 
monarchs. 

 The Plaza de España – a large square in the middle of a park, containing a huge fountain and rowing 
boats. 

 The “Mushrooms” – a huge modern construction at the Plaza de la Encarnación that can be climbed 
for panoramic views of the city. If you buy a ticket from here, you will be able to use this to visit some 
other attractions, including the Real Alcázar. 

 The Barrio de Santa Cruz – the former Jewish quarter, which is a maze of very narrow streets and old 
buildings 

 
Pancho Tours organise free walking tours of Seville – usually two a day. See panchotours.com for more 
information! There are also bus tours every 30 minutes from Torre del Oro. An adult ticket costs €14.40. 
From the Muelle Torre del Oro you can also get a 1h boat cruise for €15. 
 
 
 
 

Jerez de la Frontera 
Jerez de la Frontera is the biggest city in the province of Cádiz and is located about 15km away from El 
Puerto de Santa María.  
 
Main attractions: 

 Parque zoológico – a park with zoological and botanical gardens, 
with exotic animals and plants. 

 The Alcázar, containing a Moorish mosque and Citadel 
 The Cathedral – an impressive structure that took over 80 years to 

build. There are many other churches too.  
 Royal Andalusian School of Equestrian Art – a horse school that 

puts on shows of flamenco-dancing horses on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings.  Book tickets at the Fundación Real Escuela 
Andaluza del Arte Ecuestre. 

 Bodegas - many of Jerez’s bodegas can be visited 
 Arabic baths – these public baths date from Moorish times 
 Plaza del Mercado – an open-air market that runs every day 
 Lots of tapas bars and restaurants 
 Museo Arquelógico de Jerez – an archaelogical museum 

 
Jerez also has a large shopping centre and cinema, so if you are looking for more familiar shops such as 
Primark, H&M, Zara amongst many others, take bus number 18 and it will take you directly there. 
 
You can also hire a bike (€10 for 4 hours) from the bus station, or have a guided 2.5 hour bike tour for €25. 
 

The easiest way to get to Seville is by train. Tickets cost €13.55 one-way and there are 
10 to 15 trains a day. The last train leaves Seville before 10pm at weekends. Tickets 

may be bought on www.renfe.es or at the station. 
Spark Tip 

Trains to Jerez are frequent and only cost €2.45 each way, though bear in mind that 
you’ll probably have to take a taxi to the train station here (€6). Tickets can be bought 

at the station or online (www.renfe.com). The journey takes approximately 10 
minutes. Taxis to Jerez cost about €16-20 and take about 20 minutes. 

 

Spark Tip 

http://www.renfe.com/
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Gibraltar 
 
Gibraltar is a fascinating city – it’s located to the south of Spain but it’s part of the Britain. You’ll need your 
passport to cross the border, but it’s definitely worth a visit. 
 
Main tourist attractions: 

 The Rock of Gibraltar – this is the mountainous rock that 
Gibraltar is famous for. You can scale the Rock in a cable 
car (around €9) and walk around the viewpoint, visitor 
centre and Apes’ Den. Watch out for the barbary apes; 
these monkeys are extremely tame but they will steal food 
from you if you eat in front of them! You can also take a 
taxi tour of the Rock, stopping at the viewpoint, the Apes’ 
Den, the caves and siege tunnels. 

 St Michael’s cave – this cave is located on the Rock at 
300m above sea level, but it used to be underwater!  

 The Great Siege Tunnels – Gibraltar is a heavily-fortified 
city due to continued battles there in the past, and 
nowadays tourists can visit the tunnels built during the 
1700s. 

 Canons – Gibraltar is full of canons, see how many you can 
find! 

 Main Street and surrounding area– the main shopping 
areas and plenty of red phone-booths and postboxes for tourists to take photos with. 

 Europa Point – the southernmost tip of Gibraltar with a pretty lighthouse and view across the sea to 
Africa. 

 Casemates Square – a good place to sit and eat lunch in one of the typically British restaurants. 
 
 
  

To get to Gibraltar, you’ll need to take a bus to La Línea de la Concepción and cross 
the border there. Busses go from both El Puerto and Cádiz, so if the timetables from 

El Puerto are not suitable, try Cádiz instead! The journey takes approximately 3 
hours (allowing for stops). You can book tickets online on movelia.es or at the bus 

station (beside the train station in Cádiz) and they cost €13.40 each way. 

Spark Tip 
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Getting around El Puerto de Santa Maria 
Bus 
The cheapest way to travel in El Puerto is by bus; buses cost just 
1,05€, and are both frequent and reliable.  
Even cheaper bus options: 
If you’re over 25, you can buy a card called ‘Bonabús ordinario’, which 
entitles you to 10 journeys for 6,69€. If you’re staying a bit longer, you 
can get a 30-day card (‘tarjeta ordinario 30 días’), which costs 27,63€.  
If you are under 25, it’s even cheaper, with a card for ten journeys 
costing just 4.82€; for a ‘tarjeta de 30 días’, the cost is  
18,40€ (information correct as of Jan 2015).  
 
NOTE: In El Puerto there are two different bus timetables depending on the time of year; the ‘summer 
timetable’ (el horario de verano), and the ‘winter timetable’ (horario de invierno’.) The timetable in 
operation at any particular time is indicated on the bus stops.   
There are seven bus routes in El Puerto, L1-L7. The easiest way to find the timetable is to check on the bus 
stops themselves, as the website of the bus service can be confusing.  However, as a general rule, buses 
come every 20-30 minutes, and run from about 7.00am to 10:30pm.   
To give you some indication, here are the start and end points of all seven bus routes:  
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER: This information is correct as of January 2015; for all up-to-date information, please either see 
the timetables on individual bus stops, or check out the following website: www.autobusesdelpuerto.es.   
 
Taxis 
Taxis in and around El Puerto are incredibly good value, with two principal taxi companies serving the town, 
both of which are highly recommendable. Chatting with the taxi drivers is also another good way to 
practise your Spanish skills!  
 
Agrapacio Local de Autotaxi (closest to Spark – cabs usually arrive within five minutes): (0034) 956 85 85 84 
Portuense de Radio Taxis: (0034) 956 87 20 50  

Route Starts at Ends at 

L-1 (circular line) El Paseo Escultor Acuña 

L-2 (circular line) El Paseo Escultor Acuña 

L-3 Las Galeras OR Micaela 
Arumburu Glorieta Fuentebravía 

L-4 San Bartolomae AND Urbaluz Glorieta de la Puntilla 

L-5 Poblado Doña Blanca AND 
Micaela Aramburu Las Galeras 

L-6 Plaza España Pago Alhaja 

L-7  
(doesn’t run on Sundays) Plaza España Las Nieves  AND Los Milágros 



“Your learning, our passion”  www.sparkspanish.com 

- 20 - 
 

 
Car Hire 
The cheapest car rentals will be available from Jerez Airport where most large companies have offices, 
includying avis and hertz. 
 
The nearest car hire company to Sparkville is located approximately a  
ten-minute walk away, near the Aldi supermarket.  Prices from 25€ per day.  The contact information: 
 
Bahía Rent A Carmás  
Calle Aurora, 10 
11500 Puerto de Santa María (El), Cádiz 
956 87 00 47 
bahiarentacar.com 
 
Bike rental 
We have at your disposal the possibility of renting a bicycle with a partner company. Let us know if you 
would like to find out more about this option and we will pass you on the information. 

Travelling to other parts of Spain 
 
Train 
The train station in El Puerto is located at: 
Plaza de la Estación, 
11500 El Puerto de Santa María. (About 10min away & €6 by taxi) 
Telephone Number: 0034 902 240 202 
 
Direct connections from El Puerto: Cádiz, Sevilla, Jerez de la Frontera, Madrid, Córdoba, Barcelona, 
Tarragona and Valencia.  
 
Bus 
There are several bus companies running in Spain, which can make it difficult to work out which company 
you need to look up.  
 
For short journeys (eg. Cádiz, Jerez): You will be travelling with 
Consortio de Transportes de Bahía de Cádiz. Their website is 
www.cmtbc.es. Fares are very cheap (starting at €1.15) and busses 
are relatively frequent. Some stop at the Plaza de Toros, whereas 
others go from the Train Station. 
 
For journeys within Andalucía: The company you’re looking for is 
Comes. Their website is www.comes.es, but it’s much easier to use 
MOVELIA (www.movelia.es) to book your bus. Busses go from the 
Plaza de Toros, from the Train Station and from Cádiz Bus Station. Fares vary, although most places will cost 
under €15 one-way. 
 
For journeys to the rest of Spain: Use MOVELIA. www.movelia.es is a website that searches all regional and 
national bus companies in Spain and tells you what’s available. 
 

http://maps.google.es/local_url?dq=alquiler+de+coches+en+el+puerto+de+santa+maria&q=https://plus.google.com/106723635313736074774/about%3Fgl%3Des%26hl%3Des&s=ANYYN7ntKu88EtWy3fJJpPgNr6Tg-729lA&dtab=2
http://maps.google.es/local_url?dq=alquiler+de+coches+en+el+puerto+de+santa+maria&q=http://www.bahiarentacar.com/&oi=miw&sa=X&ct=miw_link&cd=1&cad=homepage,cid:13331417743089006820&ei=4-HnUb-iN8bmigahhoGQAQ&s=ANYYN7lmhuQHdvHUdPEBOTs-DjIzZp7kug
http://www.cmtbc.es/
http://www.comes.es/
http://www.movelia.es/
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Sparkville Downstairs 
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Sparkville Upstairs

                Evacuation 

   In case of a fire follow the 
  red route. If blocked follow 
                 the yellow ..route.
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El Puerto de Santa Maria Maps 

Street View Spark 
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General Town Map with things to do in El Puerto 
 

Tips for El Puerto 
***Ones you might not work out yourself *** 

 

1. Take the bus to end of El Puerto (Fuentebravia), then stop for lunch at Bar Elias with wonderful views across the bay of cadiz.  Then walk 

the 6kms back to Spark along the wonderful coastline before the last 1 km inland back to Spark.  Our tip: have the dorada in Bar Elias. 

2. Have a Sunday lunch in the Bodega 7 Esquinas just 5 minutes from Spark.  Make sure to try every sherry you can.  You can even combine 

it with a bodega crawl, going to other local bodegas 1 after the other. 

3. Make your way on the bus to Vadelagrana (you can also cycle) then walk the wonderful 5-6km along the beach, stopping for some lunch 

and drinks along the way before heading back. 

4. Make your way to the end of Vadelegrana then rent bikes at parque los toruños and go through the wonderful protected park there all the 

way to Puerto Real where you can stop for lunch before heading back. 

5. Walk the 3kms to Puerto Sherry and then get a marvellous lunch at Casa Pepe before heading back. 

6. Try some sailing at Federacion Andaluza de Vela. 

7. Make your way to commercial centre of vistahermosa then walk all the way down to the beach past some of the most spectacular second 

homes in Spain.  Also the commercial centre can be nice alternative night out. 

  

1 

2 

3+4 

5 6 

7 
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Things to do in Province of Cadiz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Beach Route (indicated in red): 
All the below are close enough for a day trip either on their own or combined with 1-2 others.  All can be done in a weekend but might push you a bit 

unless you have 2 full days.  If not, we suggest doing: 1. Vejer, 2. Zahara 3.Tarifa 4. Gibraltar then home which would give more than enough time 

for good stop offs in each.  Great any time of year but of course beaches at best in sunshine, although August can be very busy. 

• Vejer de la Frontera: beautiful “pueblo blanco” perched on the a hilltop. 

• Caños de Meca: the town itself is quaint but it’s for its beaches that you go there.  Hot Spark Tip: don’t miss a stop off at “Camping 

Trafalgar”, just before the town when coming from Conil direction.  Although the campsite isn’t amazing, the location is and some cool 

hippy bars make it well worth a relaxing stop be it for a camping trip or just a drink and beach stop. 

• Zahara de los Atunes: wonderful old fishing village with little development.  Hot Spark tip: don’t miss la playa de los alemanes.  To get 

there, drive to the end of the beach, climb up to the where the lighthouse is then back down to a little “calita” (cove beach).  You should be 

aware that it is popular with nudists . 

• Bolonia: lovely untouched beach with natural sand dunes and roman ruins.  Well worth the stop. 

• Tarifa: the town is a quaint place and the old centre is well worth a wonder.  It is also a good place to stop off for the night as even in 

winter it is fairly lively.  The best beaches are before not in the town but you shouldn’t miss going to town beach to put one foot in the med 

and the other in the Atlantic.  From here you can do whale watching and even take the ferry to morocco for the day although Algeciras has 

more frequent sailings. 

• Gibraltar: although the place is very tacky and it isn’t Spain, Gibraltar is still well a stop by to see the majestic rock and idosycricies of 

the cultural and lifestyle on the rock.  If you want to go up the rock, I would suggest cable car up and then walk down over the bus tour.  St 

Michael’s Caves are worth a visit if time permits and don’t forget to have some fish&chips . 

Caños de Meca  

Playa de las tres piedras  

Sevilla 

Ronda 
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• Medina Sidonia is not as spectacular as Vejer but it is still a pleasant place to stop off and have a coffee or dinner.  You can even see El 

Puerto from the town when you climb up to the top. 

• If you have more time going to Castellar, Jimena and the Parque de los Alcornocales (between Alcala y Algeciras) can be worthwhile 

additions. 

Los Pueblos Blancos (indicated in orange): 
All the below, with possible exception of Setenil, are close enough for day trips either on own or combined with 1-2 others.  All can be done in a 

weekend but if struggling for time, we suggest doing: 1. Vejer, Zahara, Tarifa, Gibraltar then home.  Great any time of year but of course 

beaches at best in sunshine, although August can be very busy. 

• Arcos de la Frontera: although the town is a little run down, the walk up to the mirador at the top of hill in which the town sits is well 

worth it, with the views from the top being the most spectacular of the pueblos blancos, with the one exception of Ronda.  Hot Spark tip: 

have some tapas in the restaurant to the left of the mirador.  The food isn’t cheap but it is worth it for the views. 

• El Bosque: is the first town in the Sierra de Grazalema (the wettest spot in Spain = very green).  El Bosque is a quaint wee place and well 

worth a wonder but the main reason to stop here is that it is great starting point for great walks around the local area.  The local tourist 

office (near the entrance) is great source of info.  If wanting a light quick walk, try the river walk between El Bosque and Benamohoma 

which can be done in 3-4 hours with a stop in Benamohoma for lunch.  The Alberque de Interjoven can be a good place to stay, don’t be 

fooled by the name as the accommodation is 2-3* quality. 

• Grazalema: like El Bosque it is quaint wee town and offers a real “Spanish sierra” town feel.  Great place to sleep over and start walks.  A 

coffee in the little town square is well worth it and the drive between El Bosque and Grazalema is a beautiful one. 

• Zahara de la Sierra: the lake and the little castle make this town a worthwhile place to have a quick stop and definitely don’t miss 

climbing up to the top of the castle as the views are worth it. 

• Setenil: Although the town is a little run down, its famous houses that are built literally into rock make it a popular stopping off point. 

• Algondonales: probably not worth a stop just for itself but it is a perfect place if you looking to do things like paragliding and other 

adventure activities and also it can just be a nice place to take a coffee on your way back. 

• It is also possible to add in Ronda (40-45 mins from Grazalema) rather than Setenil and Zahara de la Sierra.  See notes below on Ronda. 

 
Sanlucar and Parque Doñana (indicated in blue): 
This is more appropriate for a day trip and definitely is well worth it.  You can do it either way round and also it can be done on bike although best to 

do just one if you do that. 

• Sanlucar: one of the three homes of sherry (with Jerez and our own El Puerto). It is a quaint town with a lot of character and is well worth 

a stroll round, especially if having tapas while you do it.  From here you can also go on a boat trip to biggest national park in Spain in 

Doñana where bird watching enthusiasts flock to.  Be aware though that is an element of chance in how much you see.  Hot Spark Tip: 

watch the sunset from the Hotel Guadalquivir which has a roof top terrace. 

• Playa de las tres piedras:  Chipiona can be a nice stop as well but our personal tip is head for playa de las tres piedras, just after Chipiona 

(if coming from Sanlucar) and just before Costa Ballena.  Be careful as you can easily miss the turn off.  Hot Spark Tip: get lunch in the 

Caribbean Bar el Ajedrez.  Some bars/restaurants won’t be open during the week in off season. 

 
Day Trips to Sevilla, Jerez and Cadiz (in yellow): 
All can be reached by public transport and all done in a day, although a weekend can easily be spent in Sevilla. 

• Sevilla: probably one of Europe’s most beautiful cities in terms of architecture, Sevilla therefore is a must at some point during your stay 

in El Puerto.  It is 1hour15mins by train so can be done in day, although equally a weekend can be well spent there.  Your guidebooks will 

cover the city well but don’t hot spark tips are: wonder round the Alcazar (sometimes overlooked for the Cathedral), get a bocadillo 

(sandwich) in El Patio (off Plaza Nueva) and have lunch in Trian by the river. 

• Cadiz: the people in Cadiz are famous throughout the whole of Spain for their thick Gaditano accents and energetic approach to life.  

Wondering round the narrow streets is a joy as is walking down the 6-7km promenade alongside la playa catalina.  Spark Hot Tip: take the 

ferry there from El Puerto, easily the most enjoyable way to get there and don’t miss a visit to la torre tavira. 

• Jerez: often overlooked in favour of Cadiz, Jerez is well worth a visit.  The centre is more historical then Cadiz and Alcazar worth a visit 

and wonder.  Spark hot tips: consider going to the horse show at La Real Escuela De Equestrian and consider a relaxing bath in the Arabic 

baths just off the cathedral. 
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Things to do in Andalucia and Further Afield 

 
Las Tres Cuidades Doradas (red): 
can be done in a weekend but things would be very rushed.  We suggest you either do just Granada for a weekend and Seville for a day trip of along 3 

or more days if you wish to do all three in one go. 

• Seville (mentioned above), Cordoba and Granda: are three wonderful cities and your guidebooks will give you more than enough tips 

but in Cordoba don’t miss the Mequita a truely wonderous building, and in Granasa a walk round el Alabacin and trip to Arabic baths are 

wonderful things to add to all the normal done things.  Also if you have a car a quick drive to la sierra Nevada is worth it but you will need 

more than a weekend for both. 

 

Province of Huelva (Blue): 
Aracena is wonderful town with some of the most spectacular caves in Spain.  The countryside around is also great for hiking and eating some 5J (the 

best Spanish jamón) is must but warning it is very expensive.  Ayamonte near the Poruguese border is also a great place to stop during hot months as 

the beaches there are great.  Huelva is that special but it worth a coffee on the way back.  El Rocio in the middle of the parquet doñana is another 

place worth visiting.  You need minimum a weekend just for Aracena and an extra day or 2 for the rest. 

 

Province of Malaga (yellow): 
Ronda is definitely the highlight of a visit to Malaga even if the coastline is more famous.  The small town is truely a marvel and you can easily pass a 

very enjoyable weekend in it.  Antquerra although not quite as majestic as Ronda is a lovely clean and well organized town and located conveniently 

to combine with a trip to El Torcal, fascinating rock formations.  Marbella, especially Puerto Banus, whilst definitely not our top recommendation is 

nonetheless an intriguing place to visit but if you do so, don’t expect to feel like you are in Spain.  Malaga city whilst nowhere near as spectacular as 

Sevilla or Granada is nonetheless a nice place and definitely a lively one.  Nearby Nerja is a beautiful little seaside town if you have the time. 

 
Further Afield 

• La sierra de Cazorla is probably the most beautiful sierra in Andalucia and well worth a visit but you’ll need minimum 3 days as it’s a 

long drive. 

• Almeria with the only dessert in western Europe, the wonderful Cabo de Gato and Spaghettis Western Studies can be a great road trip but 

again you’ll need 3-4 days for it. 

• Portugual: la Costa del Algarve is lovely coastline and well worth a visit, especially to see the intriguing difference between Spanish and 

Portuguese cultures (first thing you’ll notice is its quieter).  Allow a list 3-4 days. 
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Suggested Adventure Activities in the Local area 
 

• La via verde between Puerto Serrano and Olvera is a wonder in itself and a must for any cyclist.  Its 32km round trip through the middle 

of the countryside (the route, includying more than 30 tunnels was laid down originally for a railway which was never built) is a truely 

great cycle and for good cyclists can be done in a day trip.  Our personal recommendation is one way, then stay en “la estacion de Olvera” 

(the building built to be a station but never served as it) and treat yourself to dinner, then do the easy more downhill trip back the next day. 

• Garganta Verde near to Zahara and El Bosque is the definite highlight for walkers and is wonderful walk.  Careful as tickets need to be 

abtained ahead of time (call the El Bosque o Zahara de la Sierra tourist offices to book).  Is to do the walk then treat yourself to a night in 

little El Bosque but likewise the trip can be done in a day. 

• Torreon: the tallest mountain in Cadiz Province is well worth the climb to see the marvellous views of the park and on a good day you 

can see all the way to Gibraltar and the Bay of Cadiz.  Tickets are needed to be booked to enter the park where the mountain is. 

• A visit to the little town of El Chorro (about 50km inland from Malaga) and walk down the gorge there is a great trip away and if you’re a 

climber then a walk and climb along the famed “camino del rey” (path built into the rock face) is one of the most famous climbs in Europe.  

There is a great campsite in the town but likewise staying in Ronda is another great option.  You would need a weekend for it. 
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Spark Weekend Number: (0034) 673750105  

 
 Taxis:  (0034) 956 85 85 84 

(“Quiero pedir un taxi desde Calle de las Espadas séis, por favor” – I would like to order a taxi from Calle de las 
Espadas 6, please) 
 

 Emergency Services: 112 
 

 Local Police Station: (0034) 956 54 14 99 
 

 Local Medical Centre: 956 87 57 56 
Centro Medico Puerto (Calle Valdes, 18) 

 
 Trains:  

www.renfe.com or (0034) 902 76 00 27 
 

 Buses:  
Local: www.autobusesdelpuerto.com 
Cádiz province: www.cmtbc.es 
Rest of Spain: www.movelia.es 
 

 Embassies: 
Belgium  (0034) 956 810 516 (Rota) 
France  (0034) 954 293 200 (Sevilla) 
Germany  (0034) 956 306 917 (Jerez) 
Ireland  (0034) 954 690 689 (Sevilla) 
Italy  (0034) 956 357 001 (Jerez) 
Netherlands  (0034) 954.228.750 (Sevilla) 
Sweden  (0034) 917 022 000 (Madrid) 
U.K.  (0034) 902 109 356 (Málaga – they will connect you to the Honorary Consulate in 

Jerez) 

http://www.renfe.com/
http://www.autobusesdelpuerto.com/
http://www.cmtbc.es/
http://www.movelia.es/
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Lauren Beehan and 
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Inge Hol (Director of Educational Programmes) 

Updates   Feb 2013: Douglas Haines (GM) 
July 2013: Inge Hol 
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Notes on the writers: 

This Information Booklet was first put together by Lauren Beehan and Christina McCarthy in July 2012. 

We’re Christina and Lauren, two university students from Dublin, Ireland. We’re 

studying Spanish and French for our degrees, and so we came to Spark to practise our 

Spanish and to take part in the Spark Work Experience program. We spent a great 

four weeks here in July 2012; learning Spanish, making friends, visiting other towns in 

Andalucía and taking part in practically all of the cultural activities on offer!  

As part of our work, we were asked to create this booklet to give future 
students a bit of information about El Puerto de Santa María and about Spark. We 

hope that you find it helpful and that you have as good a time here as we did! 
 

 In order to save paper, this pack is printed 2 pages on one side.  Just ask us if you 
want a bigger or coloured copy of any particular page and we’ll print it for you . 

http://www.sparklanguages.com/
http://www.brightsparkspanish.com/
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